Kiririkana Baba

First published as A Mention of My Father by Leila Aboulela in Jalada Africa, 2020

Translated to Gikuyu by Peter Mburu Kuria
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Rirfia baba akuire, ndonire ari kitindt kihingicanu ati no timitige mbiriraini,
timihobanirie na tirf na twithiire. Baba firfia wamenyerete gwithamba na gticinjia ngtio
maita meri o miithenya, wehakaga maracii kireru, na ndangiekirire nguo itahtiritwo
bathi o ica ikuhi. Nguo njerdi cwa itari na kartikiing@i o na kanini, thiiti cia kiriu iria
ekiraga akiumagara, na irat@i irahenia. Ngiona Kkiri kitind#i kihingicanu ati no ttmdtitige
ktiu nja ya Umdurman, e rtimbtiiye we mwenyewe, atari na kameme gake, kana
ngathiti yake ya Guardian ya kuuma miirimo, kana kantiti mbuku gake karia andikaga
namba cia thim@i cia andfi aria atfigiritie agaciandika na mwandiko miithaka na
miibacirire.

Baba athikirwo kaburi ga bamiri, arigainie na miir wa nyina, hakuhi na ciana cia
maithe make na arifi acio angi a manyina make. Hau niho angiendire akorwo ari. I
handii hake, hakuhi na kiiria aciariirwo na akirererwo. Hand anacera kaingi. Ni handi
hari hagiriru, hari njiarwa cia mbari imwe, itliire inyitithanitio ni thakame imwe. Ni
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ndakenagio ni tthoreri na waragana waho, na ng’ano ndikiru ciaho, no kai, kahinda
riria gakinyire ga gitiga baba ho, hau haria hamwagiriire, ndaiguire tari mtgarie. Tiri
miiigli mbirira-ini yake wanjigtithirie o tari kironda kiatintiranio.

Mbere iyo ta miaka 1ri, nii na baba nitwathiite mbirira-ini nigetha ngone kabiiri cia
mamama na matata aria marikitie gwitwo riria ndaumagarite. Baba aikariire mwena
wa mbirira ya miirti wa nyina, o hau twacokire ktimfithika. Ari mtkindiriku, atari na
wagagu. Ona giituika tindf Gyd wari wa kieha, gatagati gaitti ni hari na gikeno gia
icera riakwa, mithuri wakwa na ciana ciitli glicokereria kuuma miirimo. Giituonia
gitiyo, baba niekirite katiini njerti nytimba, agatigirira ngirobu ciothe niciakanaga, na
akaara macuka merti itanda-ini. Riria nii ndaktiraga, no ageni a bata mangiaheirwo
gitiyo ta giki. Giakiri gikeno giakwa ati riu o na nii ni ndatuikite imwe wa andii ta acio.

Baba akuire 2008. Korwo niangiacokire muoyo, kiirfi matindi maingi ingiam{itarfirie.
Ndaigana kuona Obama ari miitongoria wa btrtri, What'sApp, Caina kiiingirira
Abirika, Guoya wa Ndini ya ithiramu (ciugo icio tu no tik@thanika iguo), Brexit (kiugo
kiu no ti kithuanika figtio), #meToo (no ti kithuanika tiguo); akiaga kuona Dubai
glgituika btrtri wa kthurtikirwo, Sudan ya Githini kwamitika kuuma Sudan,
Miiithiramu giituika Miya wa Randani, mbatini ya Ngeretha giite hinya wayo, tirugari
kuongerereka kimera kia ritia, Amiciri kwanjia kfiiga nyamfi cia nytimba, Netflix, Ggtiri
wa indo kihittikira mitambo ya riera-ini, mabfirfiri ma Arabu giithingithio ki dteti,
mabfiriiri ma Asia kwarahtika kibiacara, atfiri a Syria kiithfirana o enyewe, biiriri wa
Indonesia kiigiimirwo ni mak@imbi ma iria inene, na kithagtirwo kwa el Bashir. Baba
niahittikiirwo ni kimenya cia Korona, na njuge, Ti, taririkana ngari ya Mait, marimi
no {iratherema na kiindai kiingi gtikahinganio. Ningi aca, ona mabfiri{iri ma mfirimo
matiri na kihonia, na witikie kana firege, ona makiri ma athtingti no gtikua marakua na
mwitiyo wao, ona okorwo matironania kieha. Ndarikia kiimweretha nake anjire,
“Ndiragwitikia Leila. Uraria tirima”.

Ni getha ndim{imiririe, ni amu ndingienda kiim@iguoyohia, ndingienda giithtikia riera,
kitinda kiu kiega kia we kiiritika, ingimwira, Kwini no eytmiriirie, tenethi irf o kuo
Wimbledon, thitima no citiraga, Ethiopian Airline, ngathiti ya Guardian 1 o kuo. Ndiri
ndariganirwo ni ngathiti yake ya mwanya yari ya thi cia nja, maratathi mayo
makiinjitwo igaikio mbahaca-ini. Uria amitikitie ma, gikeno kiamiiingiraga ahutia
tiiratathi tiih@ithi twayo. Ingimwira, “Tarora firfa riu nii ngiitiikitie!” Und{i wa mbere
gwika riicini ni gtambfrtkia guoko njoe mingtiriti wakwa njarie mohoro mahit. We
amenyerete kiiigirira kameme gake igliri wa nda yake. Miigambo wako niguo
wakoragwo kindti kia mbere kiiigua ndokira, karwimbo ke na titiganu ka BBC World
Service.

© http:/ /lingua.olongoafrica.com (2026) 2



http://lingua.olongoafrica.com

Korwo baba no aritike, kiingikorwo na maingi ma kéimwira. Urfa ciana ciakwa ikiirite,
{iria 1iu cireka tondii riu ni agima. Ingiraha firffa ndimiitikitie. N fingiamenyiire tiguo
niguo gligatuika? O na nii ni njiguaga thoni mbere ya aka na ariime a ciana ciakwa,
glthii thabari giitingiyaga (thhabari itiangiyaga mbere ya birtri kithingwo), ni
nditigiraga kwambata ngoroba na ngathi irathii, na ni nyendete kamitihahi keega. O na
nii ni ngiyagwo ni njtikaniriro, natuo ttimatindd ttinini tGtithumbfiraga, T o na kana ati
kumagara ngacarie tdirio twega. Njuiri yakwa ndiri na mbui na ngingo na ciande
ciakwa ni cituraraga. Ni hingicagwo ni nyororo cia nguo ona gficinjia mahiga ma
mbetiri, o na giitutka we ahingicagwo ni mahiga ma toci na rimfiti, nii ni ma macini cia
glithoma kandi na ma thaa cia guoko. No ngiyira, baba mritiku no angitangika. Aridi a
nyikwa mari nak{i, niguo anginjtria. Wakini wakwa ari nakii, kirindi giakwa,
athondeki a matindii, aria ene mohoro merti, and@ akwa? We akfirire arigiciirio ni andd
aingi, ariti na ari a nyina ik@imi, ariti na ari aingi a maithe na matatawe, na mtingtrtrio
wa arata. Riciria ria kabamiri kanini ritiari ho. Ndi woika ndingiamiiganire,
ndingiaiydririe thi yake, mtindG wa bata no ningi mirigo. Angiekorire miaka-ini ya
2020, no angieririirie gficoka thi iria atfitiraga e mwithi. We ndagakorwo ari ithe wa
Nyakinytia nini. Na ni ma ingikorwo huana take. Ingienda gficoka tinyinyi-ini, withi-ini
wakwa, ngorwo nake riria we akoragwo oi mafindi mothe na nii ngamenya o manini.
Rifi ni mbere ya nii kiigia na thoti wa gwithurira na kiiregana nake. Mbere ya
nyanjiririe kimwegekia, kiimticokeria, o ta firia tfiiritu twikaga, twina waara miingi,
tikuri na ithimania. Ndateire mahinda, ngiaga miario ya gficira (Gindt hihi tingiacokire
kiindeithia ttigicindana na miario). Hand@i ha figuo, ndathdkirie mahinda ngimiirika
mawathe make, ngamenjera na cindano, kiimticokeria na Kinydrdri kiingi kihuana
Kiirano. Ngamiiikia mitego o riria we akoragwo ari mwega mfiino na atari na ciumbiki,
ari mwiheani na mwendi wega. Unginingithania na ciana cia kiriu, ni ndamenyaga
haria hanjagiriire na ndiari mtremi na ndiagiyanaga. No kiu ti gittimi kiega kia tiremi
wakwa riria ndari miiyuthi.

Miitime Muhamed augire, “Ririkanagai na mikagweta mawega ma akud anyu”.
Ciugo ici ni ci horeragia tondd ndingihota kwaga kiiririkana baba hingo ciothe, kiirota
nake, kfimwona thiini wa andd aria angi. Mahinda maingi ningoragwo ma
ngimwiciria. N1 ngutikagirwo ni mfitirire wake wari wa mahinda marikd, githomo
athomire kana akiaga glithoma, tinddire @iria akiirire naguo na tria ringi atikararagia.
Mahinda maria we areganaga na tihoro na riria akiraga ki. Mafindi maria oi na
tikindiriku, buronjekiti athingataga cihinge. Uria kiimwe ari wa kiriu na kiingi
agakorwo e wa kindiiire. Iroto na ikeno ciake.

Uciio baba, kihii kihinganda giacarirwo na giikfirira Umdurman na nyina agikua kiri na
miaka 1ri. Glikoma nja, kiirimiirua irio na ciara, kiithfirira miibira tticira-ini. Ucio baba
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ari Trinity College, Dublin - kaana gagakirania barabara kamiithathaiye guoko no
gakamaka miino koona ciara ciake. Ucio baba agiceracera nytimba-ini itti Khartoum
atari na iratti. Magtiri makwa na make mahuanaine ka. Baba akiima wira akartigamia
ngari aglire meroni na marigli, mwari wa nyina #ria mikdrt akimiinegenia,
miiiytiririre ni gikeno ati Manchester United ni mek{ihotana. Ucio baba withi-ini wake
miaka-ini ya 40, arf mithiiri miaka-ini ya 50, a1 ithe wa ciana miaka-ini ya 60. Mbica-ini
ici ciothe citari rangi, kiiri we, miitfirire wothe wari miigemu na matind#i mari ma kiriu.

Kaingi andd ni maugaga, “Baba andutiire @iti na @irfa...”. Aciari marutanaga mahinda o
moothe, ndagika o yothe no mwana anyitaga o @iria wi ngoro-ini yake. Ciana itigaine
cioyaga matind@i matiganite, ikamatatira kana ikaremwo, ikameretha, ikamacokera na
ikamatatira werdi. Ringi ni hiiragira m{irt wa maitd thim@ ngamtiria, “Baba ekire tina
kana ndekire tna niki?” Icokio riake rindirikanagia o katindti kegii baba hihi
ndariganiirwo, kana ngiaga kimenya. Ndiraga ndirikanaga, ngigundiiraga,
nginyitithanagia, ngikutikagirwo. Ngithakaga ithako ria kwiyira, “Riu ndi na tkdrd
{iria baba ari naguo riria tind{i tiy@i kana @iria kana ticio wekika...” Und{i @iyt tithiyaga
na mbere hingo ciothe ni amu miit@irire wa miindd ndtingieretheka o ro rimwe.
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